
 

 
 
 
External Funding Opportunities List for International Students 

Below is a list of external loans, scholarships, fellowships, and awards for international students studying 

in the U.S. We strongly encourage students to visit the official web pages of these funding opportunities 

for detailed information on eligibility requirements, application processes, and deadlines. 

Disclaimer: The scholarship/fellowship opportunities below are subject to change, and the applicant must 

confirm the official details of the scholarship/fellowship(s) opportunity they are applying to on their 

respective official websites. ISSS will not be found accountable for any changes that may occur. Also, the 

University of Utah and ISSS do not specifically endorse any of the opportunities listed below; however, 

we encourage students to apply for such opportunities. 

 

Loans for International Students: 

 

MPower Financing 

Prodigy Finance 

Both of these lenders do not require a co-signer and lend to international students. 

 

Country-Specific Scholarships 

● Aga Khan Foundation International Scholarship Programme: Offers scholarships for 

outstanding students from select countries pursuing studies relevant to their home countries' 

development needs. Eligible countries include Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and 

several African nations. 

● Armenian International Women's Association (AIWA) Scholarship: Provides scholarships to 

Armenian women studying law, arts, business, health care, or STEM fields. 

● Colfuturo Scholarships: Provides funding for Colombian students pursuing master's or PhD 

programs in health-related fields. 

https://www.mpowerfinancing.com/?msclkid=38bac74addd317079e4da126b390a7a6&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=elle-search-branded-usca-res&utm_term=mpower%20financing&utm_content=Brand_Core
https://prodigyfinance.com/
https://the.akdn/en/what-we-do/developing-human-capacity/education/international-scholarships
https://aiwainternational.org/scholarships/
https://www.colfuturo.org/programas/credito-beca/convenios


 

 

 
● CONACYT Scholarships: The National Council of Science and Technology (CONACYT) in 

Mexico offers scholarships for Mexican students pursuing graduate studies abroad. Check their 

website for specific programs and application periods. 

● Education Future International Scholarship: Offers support to Indian students studying 

abroad. 

● Global Korea Scholarship for Graduate Degrees: Offers support for international 

students to study a master’s or doctoral program in South Korea. 

● Iranian Scholarship Foundation: Offers need-based scholarships to undergraduate and graduate 

students of Iranian descent. 

● John Monash Scholarship: Supports Australian students pursuing postgraduate studies 

worldwide. 

● K.C. Mahindra Education Trust: Provides interest-free loans to Indian students for 

postgraduate studies abroad. 

● Korean American Scholarship Foundation: Provides scholarships to Korean and Korean 

American students. 

● Margaret McNamara Educational Grants (MMEG): Offers grants to women from developing 

countries studying at universities in the U.S. or Canada. The program focuses on supporting 

women who intend to improve lives in their home countries. 

● Parker B. Francis Fellowship Program: Supports Canadian scientists in pulmonary, critical 

care, and sleep medicine research. 

● Royal Thai Government Scholarship: Supports Thai students in bachelor's, master's, or PhD 

programs abroad. 

● Rosztoczy Foundation Hungarian Scholarship: Assists Hungarian students and scientists in 

pursuing studies in the U.S. for up to one year. 

● Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission (SACM) Scholarship: Supports Saudi and eligible non-Saudi 

students for studies in various fields. 

● Thomas Jefferson Scholarship: Provides support for undergraduate students from Tunisia. 

 

Geographical Area-Specific Scholarships 

Utah Residents | University of Utah Scholarships 

 
For residents of Westside Salt Lake County (Glendale, Rose Park, and West Valley City), the University 

of Utah offers various scholarship opportunities. These scholarships aim to support local students in their 

pursuit of higher education. 

https://conahcyt.mx/
https://www.education-future.org/
https://overseas.mofa.go.kr/us-en/brd/m_4513/view.do?seq=761572&page=1
https://theisf.org/
https://www.johnmonash.com/
https://www.kcmet.org/what-we-do-Scholarship-Grants.aspx
https://www.kasf.org/
https://www.mmeg.org/apply
http://www.francisfellowships.org/apply-for-the-fellowship/
https://www.ocsc.go.th/
https://www.rosztoczyfoundation.com/clients
https://www.sacm.org/
https://www.irex.org/program/apply-thomas-jefferson-scholarship-program
https://www.partners.utah.edu/resources/scholarships/


 

 
African Students 

 
Several organizations offer scholarships specifically for African students, providing opportunities for 

higher education and leadership development: 

● Ashinaga Africa Initiative: Provides full financial support for orphaned students from 

sub-Saharan Africa to study abroad. 

● Mandela Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders: Empowers young African 

leaders through academic coursework, leadership training, and networking opportunities. 

● MasterCard Foundation Scholarship: Offers comprehensive support for academically talented 

yet economically disadvantaged young people from Africa. 

● Pierson Family scholarship for U.S. Studies: Supports undergraduate students from low-income 
backgrounds, preference to students from Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Rwanda. 

● Rose Ifebigh Memorial Scholarship: Supports African students pursuing higher education in 

the U.S. 

● Wells Mountain Initiative: Supports promising young leaders from developing countries 

through education and training. 

● Zawadi Africa Education Fund: Provides scholarships to academically gifted girls from 

disadvantaged backgrounds in Africa. 

 

Students from East Asia, Central Asia, or South Asia 

 
These programs focus on supporting students and young professionals from various Asian countries: 

 
● Asia Foundation Development Fellows: Provides opportunities for emerging leaders from Asia 

to strengthen their leadership skills and gain in-depth knowledge of Asia's critical development 

challenges. 

 

Fellowships 

 
Country-Specific 

 
● Georges Lurcy Fellowships: Supports French students pursuing graduate studies in the United 

States. 

● La Caixa Foundation Postgraduate Scholarship: Supports students of Spanish or Portuguese 

nationality who wish to pursue postgraduate study in North America, Europe, or the Asia-

Pacific region. 

● MPOWER STEM Scholarship: Supports Chinese graduate students pursuing STEM fields. 

https://www.ashinagausa.org/ashinaga-africa-initiative
https://www.mandelawashingtonfellowship.org/
https://mastercardfdn.org/all/scholars/
https://bold.org/scholarships/pierson-family-scholarship-for-us-studies/
https://bold.org/scholarships/rose-ifebigh-memorial-scholarship/
https://www.wellsmountaininitiative.org/prospective-scholars/
https://www.zawadiafrica.org/
https://asiafoundation.org/what-we-do/asia-foundation-development-fellows/
https://www.lurcy.org/bourses/
https://lacaixafoundation.org/en/postgraduate-fellowships-abroad
https://www.mpowerfinancing.com/scholarships/chasing-dreams-scholarship#GCScholarship


 

 
 
Foreign Fulbright Student Programs 

 
The Fulbright Program offers international students opportunities to study, conduct research, and teach in 

the United States. Eligibility criteria and application processes vary by country. Here are some examples: 

● Fulbright-Nehru Fellowships: Provides opportunities for the most outstanding students, 

academics, and professionals from India to study and conduct research in the United States. 

● Fulbright Canada: Enables outstanding Canadian students to study or conduct research in the 

United States. 

● UK Fulbright Commission: Offers various awards for UK students to pursue studies, research, 

or teaching assistantships in the US. 

 

Other Fellowship Programs 

 
● AAUW International Fellowships: Awarded for full-time study or research in the United States 

to women who are not U.S. citizens or permanent residents. 

● Graduate Women International: Offers a range of fellowships and grants to support women in 

their postgraduate studies. 

● Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program: A Fulbright program that brings accomplished 

mid-career professionals from designated countries to the U.S. for non-degree graduate-level 

study and related professional experiences. 

● IIE-Scholar Rescue Fund Fellowship: Provides fellowships for threatened and displaced 

scholars to continue their work in safety at partnering academic institutions worldwide. 

● KAIST Scholarships: Supports international students in master’s or doctoral degrees at 

KAIST University in South Korea. 

● National Endowment for Democracy Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellowship: Supports 

post-doctoral students to complete research in a five-month residency at the National 

Endowment for Democracy in Washington, D.C. 

 

Major/Degree-Level Specific Scholarships/Fellowships 
 

 Gaming 

 

● AIAS Foundation Scholarship: Supports students pursuing careers in the 

interactive entertainment industry. 

https://foreign.fulbrightonline.org/about/foreign-student-program
https://www.usief.org.in/
https://www.fulbright.ca/programs/canadian-students
https://fulbright.org.uk/going-to-the-usa/
https://www.aauw.org/resources/programs/fellowships-grants/
https://graduatewomen.org/what-we-do/grants-fellowships/
https://www.humphreyfellowship.org/
https://www.scholarrescuefund.org/for-scholars/
https://admission.kaist.ac.kr/intl-graduate/FinancialSupport/Scholarship/KAISTScholarship
https://www.ned.org/fellowships/reagan-fascell-democracy-fellows-program/applying-for-a-fellowship/
https://www.aiasfoundation.org/programs/scholarships.asp


 

Journalism and Media 

 
● Dag Hammarskjold Journalism Fellowship: Offers journalists from developing countries an 

opportunity to cover the United Nations. 

● Howard G. Buffett Fund for Women Journalists: Supports the production of ambitious 

projects and underreported stories. 

 

Ophthalmology 

• International Council of Ophthalmology Fellowship: Supports young ophthalmologists 

from low-resources countries to enhance their practical skills. 

 

Psychology 

 

• Pi Gamma Mu : Supports Pi Gamma Mu International Honor Society Members 

 

Social Sciences and Humanities 

 
● Charlotte W. Newcombe Foundation Fellowship: Supports Ph.D. candidates in the humanities 

and social sciences. 

● Horowitz Foundation for Social Policy: Offers grants to Ph.D. candidates in the social sciences. 

● Wenner-Gren Fellowships: Supports anthropological research. 

 

STEM 

 

● AiC Collegiate Award: Recognizes technical contributions and accomplishments of 

college women. 

● Amelia Earhart Fellowship: Supports women pursuing Ph.D./doctoral degrees 

in aerospace-related sciences or engineering. 

● Boehringer Ingelheim Fonds PhD Fellowships: Supports outstanding junior researchers 

in basic biomedical research. 

● Byte into STEM Scholarship: Supports Black learners in STEM. 

 

● GeneTex Scholarship Program: For students pursuing a STEM undergraduate or 

graduate degree. 

● Generation Google Scholarship: For students from underrepresented groups pursuing 

computer science degrees. 

● Google Lime Scholarship: For students with disabilities pursuing degrees in computer 

science and related fields. 

● Microsoft Women Scholarship: Supports women pursuing degrees in STEM fields. 

● Minority Women in STEM Financial Need Scholarship: Assists minority women 

studying STEM subjects. 

https://unjournalismfellowship.org/fellowship/
https://www.iwmf.org/programs/fund-for-women-journalists/
https://icoph.org/ico-fellowship/
https://pigammamu.org/scholarships.html
https://newcombefoundation.org/programs/fellowships/application-3/
https://www.horowitz-foundation.org/apply
https://wennergren.org/grants-fellowships/
https://www.aspirations.org/award-programs/aic-collegiate-award
https://www.zonta.org/Web/Programs/Education/Amelia_Earhart_Fellowship
https://www.bifonds.de/fellowships-grants/phd-fellowships/who-can-apply-phd.html
https://bold.org/scholarships/byte-into-STEM/
https://www.genetex.com/article/company/index/scholarship
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/scholarships/generation-google-scholarship
https://buildyourfuture.withgoogle.com/scholarships/google-lime-scholarship
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/diversity/programs/women-at-microsoft-scholarship
https://bold.org/scholarships/minority-women-in-stem-financial-need-scholarship/#ref%3Dexclusive-scholarships


 

 
Interdisciplinary and General Scholarships/Fellowships 

 
These scholarships/fellowships are open to students from various fields of study: 

 
● Asian Development Bank Scholarships: Supports postgraduate studies in economics, 

management, science and technology, and other development-related fields. 

● MPOWER Global Citizen Scholarship: Supports international and DACA students pursuing 

degrees in the U.S. or Canada. 

● Edwards-Maxwell Scholarship: Supports international students who are first-generation 

college students. 

● Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program: Brings accomplished professionals to the U.S. for 

non-degree study and related professional experiences. 

● IELTS USA Andrea Scott International Graduate Scholarship: Supports international 

Masters or Doctoral students in various fields. 

● International Peace Scholarship Fund: Provides scholarships for international women students 

pursuing graduate study in the U.S. or Canada. 

● NAFSA #YouAreWelcomeHere Scholarship: Recognizes international students who have a 

vision for enhancing intercultural understanding. *Not at University of Utah* 

● Open Society Foundations Grants and Fellowships: Offers various opportunities across 

different fields to support open societies. 

● P.E.O. International Peace Scholarship Fund: Open to international women students 

who wish to pursue graduate study in the U.S. or Canada. U.S. and Canadian citizens are 

ineligible. 

● Rotary Peace Fellowships: Supports leaders studying at Rotary Peace Centers in fields related to 

peace and conflict resolution. 

 
Industry-Specific Scholarships 

 
These scholarships/fellowships are designed for students pursuing specific industry-related studies: 

 
● Adobe Digital Academy: Supports students pursuing creative careers. 

● Amazon Future Engineer Scholarship: For students pursuing computer science degrees. 

● American Psychological Foundation: CODOP Graduate Scholarship: Supports graduate and 

PhD students pursuing research in psychology. 

● Food Safety Auditing Scholarship and Education Travel Grants: Supports students pursuing 

careers in food safety auditing. 

● Gus Archie Scholarship Program: For students pursuing petroleum engineering degrees. 

● Print and Graphics Scholarship Foundation: For students pursuing degrees in printing 

technology, printing management, graphic communication, or publishing. 

● SEG (Society of Exploration Geophysicists) Scholarship: Supports students pursuing 

geophysics and related fields. 

● Sundance Ignite x Adobe Fellowship: Supports emerging filmmakers. 

https://www.adb.org/work-with-us/careers/japan-scholarship-program
https://www.mpowerfinancing.com/scholarships/global-citizen#GCScholarship
https://bold.org/scholarships/edwards-maxwell-scholarship/
https://www.humphreyfellowship.org/
https://ielts.org/researchers/awards-and-scholarships/ielts-usa-andrea-scott-international-graduate-scholarship
https://www.peointernational.org/about-peo-international-peace-scholarship-ips
https://www.youarewelcomehereusa.org/scholarship
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants
https://www.peointernational.org/educational-support/international-peace-scholarship-fund/eligibility-and-application-process/
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/peace-fellowships
https://learn.generalassemb.ly/adobe-digital-academy/
https://www.amazonfutureengineer.com/scholarships
https://ampsychfdn.org/funding/cogdop/
https://www.fmi.org/foundation/food-safety/scholarship
https://www.spe.org/en/scholarships/archie/
https://www.pgsf.org/scholarship-application
https://seg.org/programs/student-programs/apply-for-seg-programs/
https://www.sundance.org/initiatives/ignite


 

 
 
● Valorena Publishing & Cocoa Kids Collection International Scholarship: Supports female 

students who create children’s picture books. 

● World Bank Scholarships Program - JJ/WBGSP: This program supports graduate studies in 

development-related fields for mid-career professionals from developing countries. Visit their 

website for application windows and eligibility criteria. 

 

Research and Academic Fellowships 

 
These opportunities are geared towards advanced students and researchers: 

 
● Google PhD Fellowship Program: Recognizes outstanding graduate students doing exceptional 

work in computer science and related disciplines. 

● Google Public Policy Fellowship: Offers students interested in technology and public policy an 

opportunity to spend a summer working at public interest organizations. 

● Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship: Supports PhD students to finish their 

dissertation on a topic related to violence and aggression in relation to social change. 

● iie Scholar Rescue Fund: Support post-doctoral researchers and scholars who have been 

threatened or displaced from their home country. 

● La Caixa Doctoral INPhINT Fellowship: Supports doctoral in STEM fields at a 

university in Spain or Portugal. 

● UNESCO Research Scholarship: Supports innovative research in areas related to UNESCO's 

programs. 

● World Bank Robert S. McNamara Fellowships Program: Supports PhD candidates working 

on development topics in developing countries. 

 

External Privately Sponsored Scholarships 

These scholarships are open to students of various majors and degree levels. Be sure to check the specific 

eligibility requirements and application deadlines for each opportunity: 

● MPOWER Global Citizen Scholarship (Deadlines: varies) 

● OAS Academic Scholarship Program (Deadline: varies) 

● Zolve Scholarship for Indian Students (Deadline: varies) 

https://bold.org/scholarships/valorena-publishing-and-cocoa-kids-collection-scholarship/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/scholarships/jj-wbgsp
https://research.google/outreach/phd-fellowship/
https://www.google.com/policyfellowship/usa/
https://www.hfg.org/distinguished-scholars/
https://www.scholarrescuefund.org/for-scholars/
https://lacaixafoundation.org/en/doctoral-inphinit-fellowships
https://www.unesco.org/en/fellowships
https://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/scholarships/brief/robert-s-mcnamara-fellowships-program#3
https://www.mpowerfinancing.com/scholarships/global-citizen#GCScholarship
https://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dhdee/DOCs/2023/ASP-ENG.pdf
https://zolve.com/scholarship/


 

 

Undergraduate-Only Scholarships 

 
These scholarships and opportunities are specifically for undergraduate students: 

 

● Global Undergraduate Exchange Program: Provides one semester scholarships to outstanding 
undergraduate students from around the world for non-degree full-time study combined with 
community service, professional development, and cultural enrichment. 

● La Caixa Bachelor Fellowship: Supports students to study a bachelor’s degree in Spain. 

● Maggie's Way - International Woman's Scholarship: Supports women in undergraduate 
studies. 

● Pierson Family scholarship for U.S. Studies: Supports undergraduate students from low-income 
backgrounds. 

● Prize in Ethics - The Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity: Essay contest based on ethics and 

world issues for undergraduate students. 

 

External International Student Scholarship Search Databases 

These databases can help you find additional scholarship opportunities: 

 
● Bold.org (Note: Many opportunities are limited to US citizens, but not all) 

● International Education Financial Aid (IEFA) 

● InternationalScholarships.com 

● International Student Scholarship Search 

 

 
Remember to carefully review the eligibility criteria, application requirements, and deadlines for each 

scholarship or fellowship. Good luck with your application! 

https://exchanges.state.gov/non-us/program/global-undergraduate-exchange-program-global-ugrad
https://lacaixafoundation.org/en/bachelor-fellowships
https://bold.org/scholarships/maggies-way-international-womans-scholarship/
https://bold.org/scholarships/pierson-family-scholarship-for-us-studies/
https://eliewieselfoundation.org/prize-in-ethics/
https://bold.org/
https://www.iefa.org/
https://www.internationalscholarships.com/
https://www.internationalstudent.com/scholarships/
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